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What hypothesis was tested, or what question was asked?
The question asked in this research paper is how the interaction between brain size and life history can determine birds’ tolerance in urban settlements. 
What methods were used to test the hypothesis or to answer the question?
The researchers modeled the predictors of urban tolerance, explored the distribution of brain size in wild assemblages and urban setup, and analysis of species abundance data as well as species train data.
What were the main results? Was the hypothesis supported?
The research found that brood value and habitat breadth has a connection with urban tolerance. Another result was that the birds’ brain size determines its urban tolerance. What are the implications of the results?
Urban birds are likely to demonstrate a higher level of innovation and abilities to solve problems in their surroundings.  
Summary
Urban centers provide a favorable environment for the settlement of certain species of birds. Birds that have the capability to exploit these human-made systems are likely to survive for an extended period. Such sustenance can be characterized by the increase in their population. On the other hand, some birds experience difficulties in adapting to the urban environment hence leading to a decrease in their population that can further lead to the extinction of this species. 
Urban tolerance is facilitated by cognitive skills of birds. Birds are creatures that utilize their rains to control various issues that surround their lives. Cognitive potentialities enable these birds to adjust to the environment by engaging in various activities that enhance their survival. For instance, birds think before settling in a given area because they must consider the availability of food and other resources that support life. Birds with large brains have high abilities to tolerate urban troubles without migrating to other places, unlike those with small brain size. Human beings are likely to disturb birds in urban areas because most of the activities like the demolition of houses and even renovation of structures can destroy birds’ habitats. 
The life history of birds also determines their possibility of urban tolerance. Birds whose life history depicts a high sense of reproductive effort in a greater number of events are likely to tolerate life in urban centers than those that only focus on present reproduction. It means that birds can spread the risk of breeding attempts while assessing the viability of such acts since they project on either success or failure due to uncertainties in the human environment.  
Thoughtful Questions about the Reading
1. Based on the fact that every research method and material has a limitation, should we subject this research’s findings to criticism? 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Even though the authors assert that large brains enhance persistence in novel environments through the construction of behavioral responses, is it accurate to argue that birds with small brains can also tolerate urban life by using simple coping strategies?  



